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Shaman drums are of Native American origin, and born entirely from the religious-ritual

life of the Indians. These drums are made from solid wooden bodies or frames which are
covered with thick Buffalo or Elk skin. Thin stripes of skin or sinews hold the skins in the right
position. The strikers are also handmade: a carved stick and soft leather used for the beat-
er head. Sometimes they are decorated with pearls and coloured cords. Traditionally the
drum is painted with ritual symbols like eagle, buffalo, kokopelli and others.

Shaman drums are available in different sizes and covered either on only one or on both
sides. Their magical sound is fascinating. As an instrument that was formerly used only for
religious rites, the Shaman Drum serves nowadays for healing purposes and trance jour-
neys.

Creative drum makers have produced modern drums with an authentic sound and look.
Tuneable models are available, too.



